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Booktalks 
 

During the course of the semester you will conduct two booktalks. The guidelines and 
required elements for both talks are the same, but one you will present “live” in class and 
the other you will videotape and post on the class Wordpress site. Literature for Today’s 
Young Adults has extensive guidelines and suggestions for booktalks (see paras. 1-3 on p. 
338 and Table 10.2 on p. 340). Please read these pages in order to help you better 
prepare for your booktalks. 
 
The information you present in your booktalks may vary and may change between your 
two talks. That being said, in addition to the information found in the text, the following 
are required elements.  
 

1. Your talk should be 5-7 minutes long. 
2. Be well prepared. That means practice. Don’t just wing it. 
3. Maintain eye contact with the audience and show enthusiasm for the book. 
4. Bring a copy of the book to class to pass around (or show a copy of the book 

during your video post). 
5. Organize the talk so that it leaves the audience eager to read the book. 
6. Give a sense of the style, tone, and point of view of the book. 
7. Introduce and create interest in the major characters. 
8. Tell just enough of the plot or situation to function as a “teaser” for the audience 

without giving away too much. 
9. Read no more than 1 minute of excerpts. 
10. Read your excerpt(s) with expression and look up from the book periodically while 

reading. Practice. 
 
Please note that your online booktalk is due by 5 p.m. on Friday November 11, 2011. 
Your “live” booktalks are due throughout the semester on the date you choose. You must 
be prepared to give your booktalk on your scheduled day. Make-ups for booktalks can 
receive no more than half credit. 
 
 
Grading will be based on preparedness and evidence of practice (1/3), appropriate length 
and balance of elements (1/3), and effective delivery (1/3). See the rubric for specifics. 
 
 
You do not need to turn in any paperwork for your booktalks. The booktalks are a way to 
practice presenting books to students and colleagues. 
 
 
Each booktalk will be worth 5% of your total grade.  


