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Dr. Buchanan 
Author Presentations 

 
You will work in groups of 2 or 3 to prepare a 15-minute author presentation on one of 
the seven authors of the required YAL novels. Your presentation should help the class 
members understand how the novel we read by this author relates to the author’s life 
experiences, body of work, unique style or themes, and cast of characters. Your 
presentation should include a one-page handout for each student that combines text and 
images in a way that represents the author and his/her work. Presentations will be spaced 
throughout the semester. You will be randomly assigned an author and presentation dates 
will be near the time of our reading of that author’s work. Your presentation should 
include all group members and you will be graded as a group, not individually. 
 
Please make sure that, at minimum, your author talk addresses the points below. 
 

1. Your talk adds to our understanding of the novel the class read and makes the 
author memorable. 

2.  Your talk clarifies connections among the author’s life, body of work, unique style 
or themes, and cast of characters. 

3. You hand out a well-designed page-poster that represents the author and his/her 
work. 

4. You include a bibliography of sources. 
5. Your talk meets the length requirement (15 minutes) and is ready on the assigned 

date; you dress professionally; and your oral delivery is clear, audible, and uses 
correct grammar. 

 
You will be graded using the following rubric and criteria. Please use this as a guideline when planning your 
presentation.  
 

 A B C D 
Preparation Considerable time, 

effort, and thought 
appeared to have gone 
into preparing the talk. 

Adequate amount of 
time, effort, and 
thought appeared to 
have gone into 
preparing the talk. 

Minimal time, effort, 
and thought appeared to 
have going into 
preparing the talk. 

Little to no time, effort, 
and thought appeared to 
have going into preparing 
the talk. 

Research Significant effort 
appeared to have gone 
into researching the 
topic. 

Adequate effort 
appeared to have 
gone into researching 
the topic. 

Minimal effort appeared 
to have gone into 
researching the topic. 

Little to know effort 
appeared to have gone 
into researching the topic. 

Delivery Delivery showed depth 
of familiarity with the 
topic; oral delivery was 
effective. 

Delivery showed 
adequate amount of 
familiarity with the 
topic; oral delivery 
was acceptable. 

Delivery showed 
minimal familiarity with 
the topic; oral delivery 
skills show need for 
improvement. 

Delivery showed little to 
no familiarity with the 
topic; oral delivery skills 
need improvement. 

Group 
Process 

Group worked well 
together and showed 
cohesiveness in 
presentation and 
research. 

Group worked 
together with some 
holes in presentation 
and research. 

Group struggled with 
presentation and did not 
work as a cohesive unit. 

Group did not work well 
together and one or more 
group members did not 
participate in 
presentation or research. 

*I will use this as a basis and incorporate +/- into my final grading. 
 
Your author presentation is worth 5% of your total grade. 


